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SUBJECT: US COMPANY'S INTEREST IN SRI LANKA OIL DRILLING 



1. ROBERT MCMURRAY, REPRESENTING ZAPATA COMPANY, INTENDS 
TRAVEL TO COLOMBO WEEK OF JULY 22 TO EXPLORE PROSPECTS FOR 
ZAPATA PARTICIPATION IN SRI LANKA OIL EXPLORATION EFFORTS. 

HE ALSO IS INTERESTED IN VISITING TRINCOMALEE. HE WOULD 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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APPRECIATE BRIEFING FROM EMBASSY ON POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 
SITUATION AND, IF USEFUL, ASSISTANCE IN MAKING APPOINTMENTS. 
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2. WE HAVE GIVEN MCMURRAY GENERAL BACKGROUND BRIEFING AND HE 
APPEARS SENSITIVE TO POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS WHICH GSL 
WOULD WEIGH IN ANY OIL COLLABORATION ARRANGEMENTS. HE IS 
AWARE OF SOVIET ACTIVITIES. MCMURRAY ALSO HAS TALKED WITH 
CEYLONESE EMBASSY COMMERCIAL OFFICER MELDER. 

3. ZAPATA IS WELL-KNOWN PRODUCER OF OIL-DRILLING EQUIPMENT. 
MCMURRAY STATES IT NOW IS RESUMING OIL EXPLORATION ACTIVITY. 

4. MCMURRAY HAS ASKED CONFIRMATION THAT PETROLEUM 
CORPORATION CHAIRMAN COOMOARASWAMY WILL BE IN COLOMBO WEEK 
OF JULY 22. PLEASE CONFIRM BY JULY 17. ALSO IF POSSIBLE 

ADVISE IF SOVIET ARRANGEMENT WITH GSL IS EXCLUSIVE OR ONE 
WHICH ALLOWS SIMULTANEOUS EXPLORATION BY OTHER PARTIES. 

WE UNDERSTAND CANADIANS ARE NEGOTIATING FOR CONTRACT. KISSINGER 
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